Amendments to the Abstract: 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

In a method eftd — apparatuo for joining at least two work 
pieces by friction stir welding wherein the work pieces are 
placed placed in overlapping relationship and are at least par- 
tially plasticized in the area where they are to be joined by a 
rotating friction tool provided with a pin-like projection 
which can be is moved axially into the area of the joint to be 
formed, the projection on the rotating tool has a length corre- 
sponding about, to the thickness of the upper work piece and a 
shoulder around the pin-like projection so that, upon movement 
of the tool toward the work pieces, the work piece material is 
plasticized by the rotating pin-like projection which moves 
axially into the work piece material until it reaches the sur- 
faces of the lowermost workpiece. 
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